
Adjudicated Groundwater 
Basins in California

3

April 2004

Water Facts are short reports on water resources 
issues of general interest. They are published 
periodically by the California Department of Water 
Resources and can be obtained free by contacting 
DWR Bulletins and Reports, P. O. Box 942836, 
Sacramento, CA  94236-0001; 916/653-1097.

The State of California is not authorized by the 
California Water code to manage groundwater. 
In some basins, the amount of water that can be 
extracted under that correlative right has been 
deþned by a court. In other basins, each landown-
ers correlative right has not been deþned. In these 
basins, groundwater may be managed by agencies 
that obtain their authority from the Water Code, or 
there may be little or no management. Some such 
ordinances at implementing groundwater manage-
ment plans is untested. Whatever management 
plan is adopted by an agency, the groundwater 
rights of overlying landowners must be consid-
ered.

Landowners or other parties overlying some 
groundwater basins in California have turned 
to the courts to settle disputes over how much 
groundwater can rightfully be extracted by each 
landowner. The litigants pay for court-directed 
studies using the available data, to arrive at an 
equitable distribution of the groundwater that is 
available each year.

This court-directed process can be lengthy and 
costly, although some of these cases have been 
resolved with a court-approved negotiated settle-
ment, called a stipulated judgment. Unlike overly-
ing and non-overlying right to groundwater, such 

decisions guarantee each party to the decision 
a proportionate share of the groundwater that is 
available each year. This Water Facts explains 
groundwater management by adjudication and 
lists the adjudicated basins.

In the court decision, the court appoints a Water-
master to oversee the court judgment and speciþes 
how much each of the parties to the decision can 
extract. The basin boundaries are deþned by the 
court and sometimes do not include an entire ba-
sin as deþned in Department of Water Resources 
Bulletin 118, California's Groundwater. Puente 
Narrows is an addendum to the Main San Ga-
briel Basin adjudication that requires a minimum 
underÿow from Puente basin to Main San Gabriel 
Basin of 588 acre-feet per year. The Santa Mar-
garita Basin was adjudicated in federal court. That 
decision requires water users to report the amount 
of surface water and groundwater they use, but 
groundwater extraction is not restricted.

For most basins, the court  has deþned a þxed val-
ue for the safe yield. Extraction may exceed this 
value during some years as a part of the operating 
range that is allowed in the judgment. Adjudicated 
groundwater basins in California, their appointed 
Watermasters, the year the cases were þled, and 
the year the decision became þnal  are shown in 
the table on pages 2 and 3.  The courtõs name for 
the adjudicated portion of the basin is listed þrst, 
followed by the basin name used in DWR Bulletin 
118.  

Although adjudication of  groundwater basins has 
resulted in a reduction of  the amount  of  ground-
water that is extracted, the total amount of water 
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Scott River Valley; Siskiyou (No. 1-5)

Santa Paula subbasin (No. 4-4.04) of the Santa Clara River basin 
(No. 4-4); Ventura

Northeast part of Coastal Plain of Los Angeles County Basin (No. 
4-11.04); Los Angeles 

Southwest part of Coastal Plain of Los Angeles County Basin (No. 
4-11.04); Los Angeles 

San Fernando Valley Basin, entire watershed (No. 4-12);
Los Angeles 

Northwest part of San Gabriel Valley Basin (No. 4-23); Los Angeles

San Gabriel Valley Basin, excluding Raymond Basin (No. 4-13); Los 
Angeles

San Gabriel Valley Basin, excluding Raymond Basin (No. 4-13); Los 
Angeles

Cummings Valley Basin (No. 5-27); Kern

Tehachapi Valley West Basin and Tehachapi Valley East Basin (No. 
5-28, 6-45); Kern

Brite Valley (No. 5-80); Kern 

Lower, Middle & Upper Mojave River Valley Basins (No. 6-40 - 6-43); 
El Mirage & Lucerne Valleys (No. 7-19); San Bernardino

Part of Warren Valley Basin (No. 7-12); San Bernardino

Northwest part of Upper Santa Ana Valley Basin (No. 8-2); San Ber-
nardino and Riverside

North central part of Upper Santa Ana Valley Basin (No. 8-2); San 
Bernardino

 
Northeast part of Upper Santa Ana Basin (No. 8-2); San Bernardino 
and Riverside

Six sub-basins in northwest upper Santa Ana Valley (No. 4-14, 8-2); 
Upper & Lower Claremont Heights, Canyon, Pomona, Live Oak & 
Ganesha; Los Angeles. Small portions of Upper Claremont Heights 
and Canyon are in San Bernardino County 

The Santa Margarita River watershed, including three groundwater 
basins: Santa Margarita Valley, Temecula Valley and Cahuilla Valley1 
Basins (No. 9-4, 9-5, 9-6); San Diego and Riverside

Goleta Central Basin, judgement includes North Basin (No. 3-16); 
Santa Barbara

Parts of the San Timoteo Subbasin (No. 8-2.08) of the Upper Santa 
Ana Valley Groundwater Basin (No. 8-2), and the San Gorgonio Pass 
Subbasin (No. 7-21.04) of the Coachella Valley Groundwater Basin 
(No. 7-21)

Relationship to  DWR Bulletin 118 Basin Name; County
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