Groundwater Management and Permitting in the Southwest — Panel
October 7 — 10:30AM-12Noon
California Groundwater Biennial Conference
October 6-7, 2009 - Sacramento Convention Center, Sacramento, California

When it comes to groundwater, some say the Wild West still exists and is present in California, where
groundwater is not regulated, and to pump water out of the ground all you need to do is be a land
owner and install a well. Over the last year, there has been increased interest in considering legislation
in California to regulate and permit groundwater, which initiated the thought and desire to convene a
group of neighboring state representatives to hear and benchmark at this time how their respective
states approach groundwater regulation. Some California background information is provided in the
following documents:

. Groundwater Management and Drinking Water Quality Issues — California Legislative Analyst’s
Office — April 2008

http://www.lao.ca.gov/handouts/resources/2008/Groundwater Management 42308.pdf

L California’s Water, an LAO Primer — California LAO — October 2008
http://www.lao.ca.gov/2008/rsrc/water primer/water primer 102208.pdf

. Water Right, Issues and Perspectives — CA LAO — March 2009
http://www.lao.ca.gov/handouts/resources/2009/water rights issues perspectives 031009.pdf

Southwestern state panelists have been invited from Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and
Texas, to provide an overview to the groundwater managers and practicing professionals in the
audience of groundwater management, regulation and permitting in their respective states. The
format will be in a panel, with panelists sitting together at a table, and each will be given 10-12
minutes for presentation, followed by 1-2 clarifying questions after each presentation, final
clarifications and questions amongst panelists, and finally about 20 -30 minutes open audience Q&A.
A general outline to follow for presentation slides includes:

. Groundwater legislative history/background — to understand how long/steps taken and why
. Water law and surface water and groundwater differentiation

. Agency jurisdiction, and major groundwater regulations and permitting requirements

. Example of permitting determination

. Major challenges and constraints under state’s current system

Following the session, a session is planned for the California Legislative Analyst’s Office to present an
overview of their recent water and groundwater reports, and for two water resources attorneys to
debate the current status of groundwater policy in California and future policy direction. The LAO is
interested in receiving audience input as well.
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